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There 1is absolute religious freedom. The King of Thailand, under the
constitution and in practice, is patron of all major religions embraced by the
people. °

Z0ERA L, UHHAEHNRE, HHFEEEHANTAE [EBE]:
The Thai government acts kindly to the churches, It set a budget to support

the churches every year through the Religious Affairs Department although it
no longer allows Christian charitable organization to be free tax. ’
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BEEFEMNE, REMETIE AMEREEFHRETER:

Few martyrs can be counted among those early missionaries, but that fact should
not be viewed as any positive regard for Christianity. "

Stephen Neill BERRIET RHEVIZRTHIR
But all the missions had the same experience - friendliness, good will, and

an almost unalterable repugnance to the idea of conversion; the progress in
all the Churches was very slow. *
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The Thai people are really the people of "no worry;, and "no hurry, and
"unconcern; . They are the people of "MAI PEN RAl (£4% @ & % Ti2#3) »
# % ) . Their philosophy of life is based on endless optimism and easiness
(SABAI). Their feet are slow to move and their tempers are hard to stir. *

#ME 2, iThe Thai peoples are extremely optimistic in any situation. They are
some of the most fun-loving people in the worldj. * EE L, RAHREI, BF
KPS ESHHE, HEH—KEFTKL. RENHHILEE [EHE] 6%, EX
GiieE [ XH#EE: ©

Thai Theravada Buddhism is its own blend. The Thais took the essence of the
philosophy, the simple argumentation about cause and effect and reincarnation,
and the sets of commandments. They also brought in the important features of
the Indian culture with its Brahmin rites without dropping the beliefs and
practices of animism. *
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They think that sophisticated religious doctrines make them worry and trouble
their hearts. Since they have no desire to learn and are ignorant in their
religion, they have no choice but to follow the general trends and tradition
of the majority. *
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* Samuel I. Kim, The Unfinished Mission in Thailand. p.15.
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At the same time, the debate on speaking in tongues has become real. Some
churches split, but the majority have adjusted by having two types of services.

30
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The land of the Chao-phraya is fertile, over-green, romantic and has natural
disadvantages. The womb of the Chao-phraya is a great mystery and has the power
to tranquilize and harmonize all kinds of cultures, religious thoughts and
racial differences. *
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The majority of Thai peasants can easily survive without the hard struggles
or economic horrors of other countries in Asiajthe farmers invest almost
nothing in producing the rice except theirjThe Thai peas antjs pocket is
always empty and they are poor, but they never starve. *
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They donjt have any serious anxiety, or guilt, great fears of fate and death,
or concern over emptiness and meaningless in life. *

FELERFEMFEN X ENHEHHLER, EMRE (K] 775

People whose existence is relatively free of crisis, and for whom time flows
perpetually in a circle, have little sense of historyjTheir lives are
cosmos-oriented rather than history orientedjTherefore, the Thais in general
are apathetic towards Judeo-Christian faith, which asserts the primacy of
history over nature. *
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